
  Executive Director - Terence Hochstein 

As 2019 draws to a close, most 
growers across North America are 
anxiously waiting for the calendar 
to flip to a new year. In some cases, 
the end of this past decade will 
not come soon enough, as some 
growing areas have had three to 
four years of a ‘less than desirable’ 
crop. If one keeps up with the latest 
news from across the continent, 
it appears that the supply of 
available frozen product will be 

very tight this year. Every processor is doing their utmost 
best to keep their customer’s needs met, as well as looking 
for new business around the globe. This situation should 
be beneficial to the growers as most areas are entering 
into a new contract era, following many two and three 
year contracts, that have now expired. As the processing 
industry continues to expand across North America, it 
provides another opportunity to the seed growers here in 
the province. The demand for high quality seed continues 
to rise as growers continue to realize that some of the best 
seed in the world comes from our Alberta seed growers.

The initial feedback from about 440 delegates that attended 
this year’s Alberta Potato Conference and Tradeshow, 
was that it was a resounding success. From the 64-booth 
tradeshow, an excellent Partner’s Program, to the vast 
array of speakers, there was something available for all 
that attended. We would like to thank the growers, their 
families, industry and all of our sponsors who joined us to 
make this event the success that it was. It is encouraging 
to the PGA Team to see our numbers rise each year, as the 
Alberta Potato Industry continues to strive. The number of 
young growers and their families in attendance continues 
to be the envy of every other growing area across North 
America. I truly believe our industry is in good hands as we 
move forward into the next decade.

Planning for next year’s event is already in the making. The 
2020 Alberta Potato Conference and Tradeshow will be held 
November 17th-19th, 2020 at the Cambridge Hotel in Red 
Deer again. Its not too early to book your rooms now.

As it is customary after our AGM, I would like to formally 
introduce our new PGA Board for the upcoming year:  

With Christmas just around 
the corner, I would like to 
take this time to personally 
extend a Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year to 
everyone in our industry on 
behalf of my wife Lynnette, 
my family and myself.

Until next month,

Terence

terence@albertapotatoes.ca
403.382.8382

December 12, 2019

POTATO
MINUTE

Back L-R: Michel Camps ( Vice Chair), Jeff Ekkel (N. Area Director), JP 
Claassen (Director-at-Large), Lyndon Nakamura (Director-at-Large), 
Front L-R: Tony Bos (S. Area Director), Russ Van Boom (Chairman), 

James Bareman (Director-at-Large) 

I look forward to continuing to work with these gentlemen 
in the coming year. Every one of them invested a great deal 
of time and effort away from their own operations, to make 
our organization the success that it is. They continually strive 
to listen to all of our members and move the organization 
forward in a positive manner.
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The post-harvest test samples 
for the grow out were planted 
on November 25 with crew 
from Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, at our site in 
Hawaii.  Weekly reports will 
be forwarded to those who 
sent samples and inspections 
between January 9-17th.  

If anyone is interested in 
visiting the site, please contact 

me and I’ll provide information on location.  I will be on 
site the week of January 13th while the inspectors are 
there and will forward the preliminary results to those 
that sent samples.  If you didn’t send your testing 
requirements to Phyto Diagnostics, please do so asap, as 
they have to prepare for the number of samples they 
must pick.

Seed Availability

With less than optimum harvest conditions in Canada and 
the US, many seed acres were not harvested.  If you are a 
seed grower, don’t hesitate to contact your customers and 
confirm their requirements now and if you purchase seed, 
please contact your seed grower, as most farms are already 
sold out.  Just a reminder, if you received calls from the US, 
your seed must meet the PCN requirements – confirm with 
your local CFIA office if you aren’t sure of the status.  

If you are planning to import seed from the US, please contact 
me and I’ll provide information on what requirements must 
be met.

2019 Seed Directory 

If you attended the AGM last month, you received a hard 
copy of the seed directory, and/or on a memory stick.  If you 
missed the AGM, you can find the directory on the website 
under the Alberta Seed Potatoes section.

AGM Seed Day

For those of you who weren’t able to attend the AGM, Dr. 
Ron Howard provided a presentation on issues that may 
occur in storage, and what to look for, due to the less than 
perfect growing and harvest conditions.  If you would like a 
copy of the presentation, please let me know.

deb@albertapotatoes.ca
780-415-2305

Seed Coordinator's Update - Deb Hart Page 2

Left: Dipping in Gibberellic Acid to avoid sprouting, Right: Loading the 
container for gassing and shipping

Left:1-3 " growth on Sangre, Right: 1-3" growth on Russet Burbank

https://albertapotatoes.shoutcms.net/alberta-seed-potatoes


Tribute To Deb Hart On Her Retirement After 15 Years

Our Seed Coordinator, Deb Hart announced that she would 
be officially retiring from the Potato Growers of Alberta 
effective December 31, 2019. She has agreed to stay with 
the PGA on a contract basis until a suitable replacement is 
found and trained in the new year. 

The Potato Growers of Alberta hired Deb as the Seed 
Coordinator on May 11, 2004. 

"Over the years, Deb created a Seed Coordinator position 
that is the envy of every potato grower organizaiton in 
North America. She is the go-to person in the seed industry" 
- Terence Hochstein, PGA ED. She is highly respected by her
peers and those who have worked alongside of her.

"Deb has been a tremendous asset for the potato growers 
here in Alberta. The passion and knowledge that she brings 
to her tasks is second to none. Her involvement across the 
country and across the continent has led to the strong 
position Alberta and Canada enjoy in the potato industry 
today" - Russ Van Boom.

She is highly respected by her peers and those who have 
worked alongside of her. Deb has been a great mentor to 
so many of us and she is not just a co-worker, but a strong 
leader of the PGA team and a genuine true friend. We 
admire her sense of humor that she brings and her bubbly 
personality.

One ironic statistic stands out as far as working with a 
generation of growers, Deb began when Ernie Van Boom 
was the PGA Chairman, and after 15 years, his son Russ Van 
Boom is the current Chair. 

We wish Deb a long and happy retirement, filled with all 
the things that bring her the utmost joy...her family and 
her kitties. We are so very proud of this amazing woman!

2004 Staff Photo, Back L-R:  Juanita Stange, 
Mary Wozniak, Deb Hart  Front L-R: Margie Bos, 

Vern Warkentin, Alfonso Parra

October 2005 Deb hosting Chinese Delegation promoting 
Alberta Seed

2004 CHC Conference

" It’s hard to believe, the conversation we had that led to 

your being hired by the PGA as seed coordinator was 15

years ago, how time flies.

"not only did you learn the industry quickly you were able 

to take a leading role locally and nationally. Your roles at 

Alberta Seed Potato Growers, PGA, CHC, the Seed Potato 

Sub Committee and the annual post harvest test for exam-

ple, earned you the respect and admiration of your peers."

"Your dedication and hard work will be missed in Alberta, 

Nationally and Internationally.

Best Wishes to you for a well deserved long and 

happy retirement."

- Vern Warkentin, Former Executive Director

2011 Deb and fellow office staff celebrating Margie's 
Retirement party



The impact from Deb Hart on national priorities with the Canadian 
Potato Council  (CPC) over the years is well recognized by our 
provincial members. Deb has always demonstrated a quick response 
to volunteering to support those issues of importance to potato growers.

She has tirelessly served the seed potato growers of Canada as 
Vice Chair of the Seed Potato Sub Committee of the CPC, CPC 
representative of the AAFC Seed Sector Value Chain Roundtable and 
as the ministerial to the Plant Breeder’s Right Advisory Committee. 
Contributions have also included presenting expert testimony on 
Plant Breeder’s Right to both the  House and Senate Standing 
Committees on Agriculture.

Alberta growers have been represented well in CPC national activities. 
Through work on the Potato Task Force, Deb’s contributions to 
document the negative impacts of proposed CFIA policies on Canadian 
potato growers, including a decision to cease seed tuber inspection 
and revise cost recovery fees has been invaluable. Ongoing input 
and support with various working groups addressing specific potato 
sector issues include “true Potato seed” and “potato cyst nematode”. 
Export market development and market access for Canadian seed 
potatoes has benefited through Deb’s membership on the Potatoes 
Canada Steering Committee.

The wealth of experience and knowledge that she has given back 
(especially in the seed industry) has directly resulted in the many 
successes for the potato  industry in Canada, will be missed. 

Personally,  her friends and colleagues on provincial grower 
organizations from coast to coast will miss future conference calls  
and meetings along with her sense of humor, laughter and positive 
outlook.

- David Jones, Candian Horticulture Council

Potato Industry Coordination Manager

2019 CHC Group

"I first met Deb Hart about 18 years ago, when she worked 
in Saskatchewan in the potato industry. How time flies. 
I remember when Vern Warkentin brought Deb to the 
Alberta team about 15 years ago. 

Deb has always been devoted to the potato industry and has 
many accomplishments to be proud of. Just to note a few, 
she was instrumental in bringing the Alberta seed potato 
industry as a very respected organization nationally. She has 
worked endlessly for the betterment of the seed industry for 
western Canada. Being the Seed Potato Coordinator,  for 
the PGA, I have had the honour and privelege to work with 
Deb on many committees and issues the potato industry 
had faced."

- Bill Zylmans, Canadian Potato Council Chair

 Current PGA Team

2013Thailand Trade Mission 

2018 Alberta Delegation - Canadian Embassy 
Washington,DC 

2015 Deb and Northern Seed Growers at APIA 
Burgers n Beans BBQ
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In Case You Missed It 
Research Update Re-Cap

The Research Update Session 
at this year’s AGM was quite 
well attended, and a lot of 
information was given very 
quickly, due to time constraints. 
I thought it would be beneficial 
to do a re-cap and to let you 
know where you can find 
more information plus a brief 
overview of my presentation.

Let’s start with my presentation 
for the AGM Research Update: 

The PGA continues to support the following National 
Research Cluster CAP Programs:

-Colorado Potato Beetle
-Late Blight Strain Tracking
-Wireworm Project
-National Variety Trails
-Provincial Variety Trials
-Control of Early Dying Complex (this project
formally received funding this fall, as a four
year project).

Additionally, the PGA continues to be actively involved in 
the three provincially funded CAP programs:

-Ag Literacy Program – led by the Crop Sector
Working Group
-Irrigation Efficiency – in conjunction with Sugar
Beet and the Alberta Canola Council
-Variable Rate Irrigation – led by Lethbridge College.

For the national CAP programs, the first year reports are on 
the memory stick that you received at the AGM registration 
desk.  These reports can also be found on the PGA website.  

Second year interim reports will soon be available for these 
projects on our website.  In the New Year, there will be 
updates on the provincial Cap Programs as well. 

The two provincial CAP programs that the PGA is working 
directly with; the Insect Monitoring Program and the Late 
Blight Risk Management Program, have operated smoothly 
this last year.  What was new for 2019, was that the labs 
of the University of Lethbridge Potato Research Chair were 
utilized in performing the testing and diagnostic work for 
both the psyllid and late blight detection programs.  The 
University labs managed the testing for both of these 
programs very efficiently and there were no issues.  

The Insect Monitoring Program did not detect any potato 
psyllids in 2018, and only one in 2019.  The one psyllid 
trapped in the insect trap cards tested negative for the Lso 
virus.  The Late Blight 
RMP program also ran 
very effectively in this 
year.  The late blight 
spore trap network was 
able to detect disease 
pressure hot spots, 
and helped to isolate 
potential sources of 
the late blight disease 
transmission.  

At the AGM Research Update session, we had 3 presenters:

. 

-Colby Robertson:  University of Lethbridge, Grad 
Student.  Exploring Fumigation as a Strategy to 
Manage Potato Early Die in Southern Alberta.
-Dr. Willemijn Appels:  Mueller Applied Research 
Chair, Lethbridge College.  Variable Rate Irrigation
-Dr. Dmytro Yevtushenko:  University of Lethbridge, 
Potato Research Chair.  Updates on Potato Research 
Chair program.

These presentations will also be posted on the PGA website.  
This year, the Research Update session at the AGM also 
included a poster session, which was a new addition and 
quite well attended.  The Researchers that were displaying 
posters at this session were very impressed with the 
amount of interest and questions that they received.  As 
a new addition to the AGM, the PGA will be asking the 
membership for their feedback.  Please let us know if you 
found this session to be of value.

Season’s Greetings

thomas@albertapotatoes.ca
403.892.7184

Dr. Willemign Appels speaking to several interested listeners of her 
irrigation presentation

Russ Van Boom checking out Dr.
Jonathan Neilson's poster presentation
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 Farm Freedom & Safety Act - Bill 26 

View this email in your browser

FARM FREEDOM AND SAFETY ACT
The Government of Alberta is introducing new legislation that will impact Alberta 
producers. Bill 26 also known as the Farm Freedom and Safety Act (FFSA) changes
current employment, workers compensation coverage, and occupational health and safety
requirements for producers. The following guide will serve as an overview of how these 
changes will impact you.

What is considered a farm in Alberta for the purposes 
of occupational health and safety (OHS) under the 

FFSA? 

What about greenhouses, mushroom farms,
nurseries or sod farms?

Current occupational health and safety, labour relations, and workers compensation
requirements will continue to apply to these operations. They will be included under farming
and ranching for the purposes of employment standards only.

Who do these rules apply to?

OHS rules only apply to an operation if a waged, non-family worker is present on the farm
or ranch, and then only to those individuals.

Who is considered a worker?

Family members can be defined as:

• the spouse or adult interdependent partner of the farm or ranch owner; or
• a child, parent, grandparent, sibling, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew or first cousin of the

farm or ranch owner. This relation can be by blood, marriage, or adoption, or by virtue
of an adult interdependent relationship

As a farm owner, there may be times that the contractor you hire performs activities outside
what is defined as farming and ranching for the purposes of occupational health and safety
legislation. Both you and the contractor will have to meet requirements under all areas of the
Occupational Health and Safety Act, Regulations and Code.

What rules under the Farm Freedom and Safety Act
apply to my farm?

How does the Act Impact my Farm? 

Below is a brief snapshot of some parts of the Occupational Health and Safety Act that will 
be important to your farm operations: 
  

• Part 1: Obligations (Responsibilities) 

o Establishes the specific responsibilities for employers, supervisors, 
workers, suppliers, service providers, owners, contractors, prime-
contractors, self-employed persons, and temporary staffing agencies. 

• Part 2: Duty to Inform (Right to Know) 

o Employers must provide information that may affect the health and safety
of workers including information about the hazards, hazard controls, and 
the work practices and procedures used on the farm. 

• Part 3: Joint Work Site Health and Safety Committees and Health and Safety
Representatives (Right to Participate)  o Outlines the specific requirements for establishing a Health and Safety

Representative or Joint Work Site Health and Safety Committee.

• Part 4:  Dangerous Work and Discriminatory Action (Right to Refuse
Dangerous Work)  

o Workers have the right refuse dangerous work. 

• Part 5: Program and Practice 

o Farms with 20 or more workers are required to establish a health and 
safety program in consultation with their joint work site health and safety 
committee. This part also describes the circumstances of when an incident 
must be reported to Occupational Health and Safety. 

• Part 8: Compliance and Enforcement  

o Outlines the role of Occupational Health and Safety officers and what 
measures they can take to for compliance and enforcement.  

• Part 10:  Offences and Penalties 

o Outlines the circumstances of when someone could be found guilty of an 
offense under the Act and the associated penalties. 

When does this come into effect? 
Changes to the legislation will come into effect on January 31, 2020. 
 
  

What if I have more questions?
For more information on:

Bill 26: https://www.alberta.ca/farm-freedom-and-safety-act.aspx

The Occupational Health and Safety Act visit: https://www.alberta.ca/ohs-act-regulation-
code.aspx.

If you have further questions about these changes visit www.agsafeab.ca for more updates.
If you have specific concerns about your farm contact us at 403-219-7901 or
at info@agsafeab.ca

Copyright © 2019 AgSafe Alberta 
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What about greenhouses,  mushroom farms,  
nurseries or sod farms?

Current OHS, labour relations, and workers 
compensation requirements will continue to 
apply to these operations. They will be included 
under farming and ranching for the purposes of 
employment standards only. 

Who is considered a worker?

OHS rules only apply to an operation if a waged, 
non-family worker is present on the farm or ranch, 
and then only to those individuals.

o Outlines the specific requirements for establishing a Health and Safety
Representative or Joint Work Site Health and Safety Committee.

• Part 4: Dangerous Work and Discriminatory Action (Right to Refuse
Dangerous Work)

o Workers have the right refuse dangerous work.

• Part 5: Program and Practice

o Farms with 20 or more workers are required to establish a health and 
safety program in consultation with their joint work site health and safety
committee. This part also describes the circumstances of when an incident
must be reported to Occupational Health and Safety.

• Part 8: Compliance and Enforcement

o Outlines the role of Occupational Health and Safety officers and what
measures they can take to for compliance and enforcement.

• Part 10: Offences and Penalties

o Outlines the circumstances of when someone could be found guilty of an 
offense under the Act and the associated penalties.

When does this come into effect?
Changes to the legislation will come into effect on January 31, 2020.

What if I have more questions?  
For more information on: 

Bill 26: https://www.alberta.ca/farm-freedom-and-safety-act.aspx 

The Occupational Health and Safety Act visit: https://www.alberta.ca/ohs-act-regulation-
code.aspx.  

If you have further questions about these changes visit www.agsafeab.ca for more updates. 
If you have specific concerns about your farm contact us at 403-219-7901 or 
at info@agsafeab.ca  
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The Government of Alberta is introducing 
new legislation that will impact Alberta 
porducers. Bill 26, also known as the FArm 
Freedom and Safety Act (FFSA) changes 
current employment, workers compensation 
coverage, and occupational health and safety 
requirements for producers. 

Effective January 31,  2020 

Source: alberta.ca

Source: AgSafe Alberta
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Canadians Want to be Better Connected to their Food
New research shows how Canada’s food system can further engage with Consumers 

Canadian consumers care now more than ever about their 
food. New research from the Canadian Centre for Food 
Integrity’s (CCFI) 2019 Public Trust Research Report shows 
that while 91% of Canadians claim to know little, very little 
or nothing about modern farming practices in Canada, 60% 
of survey respondents, meaning three in five Canadians, are 
interested in knowing more about agriculture and how their 
food is produced. CCFI surveyed 2,189 Canadians 18 years 
and older and examined the online conversations of close to 
260,000 Canadians.  

The 2019 report, ‘Connecting with Canadians’ provides 
benchmark data to better understand Canadian’s overall 
impression of Canada’s food system and consumers’ 
expectations and sentiment of contentious food-related 
issues. 

Two new tracking trends identified in the 2019 data 
are Canadian consumers’ moderate to strong concerns 
relating to food fraud (91%) – the practice of mislabeling, 
adulterating or counterfeiting food products – and concerns 
with misleading food labels (89%) for the purpose of 
marketing. Consumers are starting to look more closely at 
food labels and are asking questions about what certain 
food labels mean.

“The timing of the research is pertinent considering how 
food related topics are dominating news relating to plant-
based diets, pesticides, genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) and consumer’s perspective on agriculture’s role 
in greenhouse gas emissions relating to climate change,” 
says John Jamieson, CEO & President of CCFI. “The 2019 
research is a key resource for Canada’s food system to learn 
how to better connect with consumers.”

The 2019 research is consistent with 2018 data that shows 
the percentage of Canadians who feel the food system is on 
the right track out numbers those who feel it’s headed in 
the wrong direction. The data shows that more Canadians 

feel Canada’s food system is heading in the right direction at 
35% of respondents, compared to only 26% of consumers 
from the United States. More American consumers appear 
to have disapproving views of their food system than 
Canadians who appear to better trust their food system.

“As consumers have access to various communication 
channels and are overloaded with more information relating 
to their food, the ability to decipher what is credible 
becomes more difficult,” says Kim McConnell, Chair of the 
CCFI Board of Directors. “Canada’s food system can use the 
2019 research to better communicate with different types 
of consumers to help further build the public’s trust when 
discussing their food priorities.”

The 2019 research was unveiled at the fourth annual Public 
Trust Summit in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan from November 
13-14, 2019. The 2019 Summit was co-hosted by the CFFI
and Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan. Over 230 thought
leaders from across Canada’s food system – from primary
producers, to industry associations, retailers, grocers and
agri-food executives – gathered to learn, network, and
engage on how to better earn public trust in food.

CCFI welcomes those interested in a copy of the 2019 
Research Report ‘Connecting with Canadians’ to visit the 
CCFI website (www.foodintegrity.ca) to download the 
Report or contact the Communications Coordinator to 
receive a hard copy.

The Canadian Centre for Food Integrity is a national charity 
with a clearly defined mandate as the service provider to help 
Canada’s food system earn trust by coordinating research, 
resources, dialogue and training. As CCFI gains traction in 
Canada, the opportunities for collaboration among industry 
partners, stakeholders, members and consumers continues 
to grow. Leading the way in spreading the message of the 
importance of public trust is key for Canada’s food system 
and its many opportunities.

WHO DO CANADIANS TURN TO FOR INFORMATION ON FOOD?
When it comes to farming and environment issues, farmers 
are viewed as most credible, followed closely by professors, 
environment engineers, reserachers, and associations 
representing farmers.

Most Canadians view farmers as credible sources when it comes 
to farming & food safety issues and around two in three would 
describe dietitians, doctors, and university professors in this way. 
Believabilty scores are lowest for food processors, restaurants and 
advocacay groups.

http://(www.foodintegrity.ca)
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Estimate	of	Canadian	Potato	
Production	Dec	6,	2019	

Source:	Statistics	Canada	Table	32-10-0358-01	(000cwt)	Dec	6,	2019	

Province	 2017	 2018	 5-yr	avg 2019	
Est.	

	Diff	Vs.	
5yr	Avg.	

NFLD.	 63	 56	 64	 54	 -15.6%
P.E.I.	 24,463	 22,600	 24,575	 25,200	 +2.5%
N.S.	 432	 365	 409	 416	 +1.7%
N.B.	 15,159	 15,670	 14,914	 16,400	 +10.0%
Que.	 12,505	 11,221	 11,933	 12,739	 +6.8%
Ont.	 7,830	 6,919	 7,509	 6,705	 -10.7%
Man.	 22,200	 20,300	 21,154	 19,700	 -6.9%
Sask.	 1,625	 1,454	 1,612	 1,500	 -6.9%
Alta.	 20,572	 21,762	 19,963	 21,718	 +8.8%
B.C. 1,824	 2,100	 1,871	 2,145	 +14.6%
Canada	 106,673	 102,447	 104,105	 106,577	 +2.4%

See	Summary	and	Crop	Report	on	Following	Page
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Canadian (Seed) Potato Storage Holdings by Province 

December 1, 2019 Infohort: AAFC (000 cwt) 

Province 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 3-yr. 
Average 

2019-20 2019 vs.    
3-yr. avg

Prince Edward I  2,137 1,943 2,075 2,052 2,245 +9.4%

New Brunswick 2,241 1,991 1,792 2,008 1,818 -9.5%

Quebec 1,057 1,176 1,298 1,177 1,231 +4.6%

Ontario 114 123 128 122 68 -44.3%

Eastern Canada 5,549 5,233 5,293 5,359 5,362 +0.1%

Manitoba 1,690 1,593 1,241 1,508 1,341 -11.1%

Alberta 3,340 2,363 2,900 2,868 3,667 +27.9 %

British Columbia 259 202 197 219 138 -37.1%

Western Canada 5,289 4,158 4,338 4,595 5,146 +12.0%

Total Canada 10,839 9,391 9,632 9,954 10,508 +5.6%

 

Out of all the sectors, the seed category shows the most variability this year, as 
compared to December 1, 2018. Seed supply is significantly less in New 
Brunswick, Ontario, Manitoba, and British Columbia. Alberta has the largest 
seed stocks increase over a year ago driven by increased plantings, good yields, 
and a successful harvest of most seed acres. Any additional seed available in 
Canada is readily needed by areas which were unable to harvest all of their crop 
and by an expanding requirement for planting processing acres. 

Canadian (Processing) Potato Storage Holdings by Province 

December 1, 2019 Infohort: AAFC (000 cwt) 

Province 2016-
2017 

2017-
2018 

2018-
2019 

3-yr. 
Average 

2019-
2020 

2019 vs.    
3-yr. avg

Prince Edward I 12,880 12,693 11,924 12,499 12,686 +1.5%

New Brunswick 7,600 8,196 8,075 7,957 7,966 +0.1%

Quebec 3,115 3,575 3,347 3,346 3,454 +3.2%

Ontario 2,726 3,306 3,257 3,096 3,124 +0.9%

Eastern Canada 26,321 27,770 26,603 26,898 27,230 +1.2%

Manitoba 13,116 12,626 11,541 12,428 10,749 -13.5%

Alberta 10,742 14,113 12,998 12,618 13,405 +6.2 %

Western Canada 23,858 26,739 24,539 25,044 24,154 -3.6%

Total Canada 50,179 54,509 51,142 51,943 51,384 -1.1%

Processing Holdings are down 1.1% below the 3-yr. average. The most 
significant decrease lies in Manitoba, where growers had extreme weather-
related difficulty in harvesting their crop and filling storages. Most other areas 
have December 1 holdings slightly above their 3-yr average. A year ago, 
Alberta’s holdings were much lower reflecting their rapid shipments of 
processing potatoes to other areas that were short. 

Canadian (Fresh) Potato Storage Holdings by Province 

December 1, 2019 Infohort: AAFC (000 cwt) 

Province 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 3-yr. 
Average 

2019-20 2019 vs.    
3-yr. avg

Prince Edward I  5,919 5,539 4,624 5,361 5,572 +3.9%

New Brunswick 2,194 1,999 1,472 1,888 1,590 -15.8%

Quebec 4,409 4,327 3,702 4,146 4,429 +6.8%

Ontario 1,186 1,625 1,182 1,331 1,363 +2.4%

Eastern Canada 13,708 13,490 10,980 12,726 12,954 +1.8%

Manitoba 1,237 1,405 1,097 1,246 1,383 +11.0%

Alberta 683 879 935 832 790 -5.1 %

British Columbia 717 614 794 708 713 +0.7%

Western Canada 2,637 2,898 2,826 2,786 2,886 +3.6%

Total Canada 16,344 16,388 13,806 15,513 15,840 +2.1%

Fresh Holdings are 2.1% above the 3-yr. average, at 15.8 million hundred weight 
in storages on December 1st. One of the most significant changes is in New 
Brunswick (-15.8%) pointing out the shift by growers from the fresh into the 
processing side of the business. Prince Edward Island returns to more historical 
levels after harvest issues one year ago. The fresh crop in Quebec was also a 
good one this year. Although BC had a high producing crop, good demand to fill 
an initially empty pipeline has brought stocks in line with a 3-yr. average. 
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F r o m  t h e  2 0 1 9  A G M

The Chops & Crops event 
was held November 25th 
in Edmonton at the Federal 
Building. We were fortunate 
that our Premier Jason Kenney 
was able to attend and give 
some insight on many issues 

facing agriculture in the province and what the government 
is doing to ensure a strong and viable industry. 

The Potato Growers of Alberta had great representation, 
once again this year. Several were able to have conversations 
with the MLA's, as well and catch the Premier's ear on 
different subjects. 

Left: Gord Visser (Seed Grower) and Premier Jason Kenney, Right: 
Terence Hochstein (PGA ED and Grant Hunter (Taber-Cardston MLA)

Thank you again to our many sponsors and delegates who 
help make each Alberta Potato Conference & Tradeshow a 

huge success!



The PGA assumes no responsibility for any errors in the information provided, nor 
assumes any liability for any damages incurred as a consequence, directly or indirectly, 
of the use and application of any of the contents of The Potato Minute. Unless otherwise 
noted on an individual document, the PGA  grants users permission to reproduce and 
distribute information in the Potato Minute  as long as the contents remain unaltered 
and as long as it is noted that the contents have been made available by the PGA.  

6008 46 Avenue  Taber, AB   T1G 2B1
Phone: 403-223-2262

E-mail: pga@albertapotatoes.ca

Follow us on FB & Twitter 
@Albertapotatoes 

Staff Editor: 
Deb Brewin

"Growing Healthy Potatoes Together"
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Farewell and Best Wishes To our 
Administrative Assistant Roberta Sebok 

Roberta has only been with the PGA for a little over 
two years and she has been a complete gem to work 
with. She is so eager to help everyone without any 
question and her demeiner and friendliness has been 
appreciated by all. 

Roberta and her husband Jerry will be retiring and 
moving to the Crowsnest Pass in January of 2020. Her 
last day will be January 10th, so please pop into the 
office and wish her well. 

 Register here

Looking for that perfect gift? PGA History Books and 
Potato Recipe Books are on sale now at a reduced cost.

History Book now $20 
Regular $40    

Recipe Book now $10
Regular $15

The PGA Board and Staff would like to wish 
you all a very special holiday season, full of 
everything that brings love, joy and peace 

your way..

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year

Holiday Hours:

Closed Dec 23 - Jan 1
Re-opening Jan 2, 2020

 January 14-15, 2020

a potato on every plate
50th Anniversary Cookbook

established 1966

https://eservices.alberta.ca/2020-irrigated-crop-production-update.html



