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While the June rains were a welcome C .
occurrence across much of the province, m

there were areas in our seed growing 1-2 Executive Director's Report
region that had growers saying, “enough
already”. The Edmonton area had one of
its wettest Junes on record and in some 6-7 Ag Relations Report
areas it continued right on into July. With
all of the heat and high humidity around,
the next worry for many growers was the 9 Across the Country
risk of hail. We have had a number of 10-14 From the Office
storms roll through southern Alberta and
leave a path of destruction in their wake.

3-5 Seed, Govt-Policy Report

8 Provincial News

No farmer ever grows for crop insurance, but when disaster strikes, we are all thankful that we do have some
coverage to help offset our costs. If a storm comes early enough, most times the crop has a chance to
somewhat recover, but it is never the same. Lower yields, low gravity, small tubers etc. are how what a
grower has to deal with if the crop recovers. Nothing is more disheartening than looking at a lush, green crop
in the morning and the next morning having nothing left but sticks.

When this happens, | have had more than one grower say, “we will get the next one, we'll just tuck and roll on
this one.” In this business, the first ingredient that is required is optimism. Without an optimistic view
everything becomes a battle.
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As the industry continues to expand in Alberta so
do the acres. For the first time ever the Alberta
growers planted over 86,000 acres. Continued
growth in the processing sector (fry and chip)
remains the driver behind this growth. Overall
though the total Canadian acres will be down
about 1% this upcoming year. The US acres are
projected to be off about 3% as well. Global
overproduction has led to market uncertainty and
realignment.

Early July presented the PGA with the opportunity to
host a couple of groups out of the American mid-
west and the Idaho Farm Bureau. Further details of
these events are on page 4 in Stacey’s article.

July 8th brought another very successful APIA
Burgers and Beans Family BBQ. Over 330 people
enjoyed the evening with the highlight this year
being the “APIA Tater Tot” tent for the young ones.
Games, Lego, bubbles and drawing were a few of
the attractions to go along with the face painting
and snow cones. There are very few places in this
industry where the entire family can get together
with other growers, industry partners and suppliers
for a fun evening of good food, conversation and a
few laughs. Demographically it was very interesting
to see that most of the group is under age 45, with
many of them being under age 12. For those of us in
the balance of the crowd, we get to sit back and
watch the next generation step up. If you fall into
this category, you should not be able to wipe the
smile off your face.

The following day, the PGA held its annual golf
tournament at the Taber Golf Club. As this year is
our 60th anniversary, we decided to have a bit of
fun and celebrate, with teams being asked to dress
up in 60s attire. A few teams showed up dressed for
the occasion, leading to numerous laughs and a
few great pictures. Once again the day wrapped
up with a delicious prime rib supper enjoyed by all
in attendance.

AL

The winners of ‘Best Dressed Male Team’ during Golf Tournament

The day after the golf tournament | had the
opportunity to travel to PEl with a number of the
Negotiating Committee and their spouses for the
summer PMANA meetings and tour. Lots of
information and conversation around where the
industry is at in North America and what the next
couple of years may look like. It's always interesting
to see other growing areas in North America and
have the opportunity to visit with growers in their
own backyard.

Each July also brings the annual PSA Summer
Symposium. Although | was unable to attend this
year, the event was held at the Food and Farm
Exploration Center in beautiful Plover, Wisconsin. The
July 15-17 event was a huge success with over 100
people in attendance. Stay tuned for next year's
dates and location.

Our growers have been
following the sustainability path
for years. The Potato Growers
of Alberta were one of the
original members of PSA.
Through PSA’s program, our
growers have another avenue
to tell their sustainability
success stories.

i, Terence Hochstein
- Executive Director, Potato Growers of
Alorta
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As we move through August, growers are starting to
plan on harvest and having everything in order to
go. With the long position in the processing sector
this year, it appears that our CY25 crop will run right
to the end of August and maybe into the first week
of September. This puts a lot of pressure on growers
that have field run contracts but somehow they
always seem to manage through the situations.
September is right around the corner and kids will be
heading back to school. Plans are well underway for
our 60th anniversary celebrations at the Alberta
Potato Conference and Tradeshow November 23-
25th in Red Deer. More details will be available in the
coming months.

Until next time,

terence@albertapotatoes.ca
403.382.8382
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DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, POLICY & SEED

Stacey Bajema

Excess moisture is creating challenges for crop
management and increasing concerns as the
season progresses.

As harvest approaches, the overall outlook remains
mixed. Crop quality and yield will ultimately depend
on weather conditions over the coming weeks, but
Alberta seed growers continue to demonstrate their
resilience in managing another season of highly

variable growing conditions.

Building a Competitive Future for Alberta Potatoes
Summer is always a busy season for advocacy at the
Potato Growers of Alberta. This year, our efforts have
focused on two key priorities that will shape the
future of the industry: Canada's Next Policy
Framework for agriculture and ongoing discussions
surrounding the Canada-United States-Mexico
Agreement (CUSMA).

Government Relations Update I*

Preparing for the Next Policy Framework

As governments begin developing the next
agricultural policy framework, the Potato Growers of
Alberta has emphasized the need to strengthen the
resilience and competitiveness of Canada’'s potato
industry.

Over the past five vyears, the global potato
marketplace has become increasingly competitive,
with new exporting countries entering markets that
have traditionally been served by Canadian
producers. To remain competitive, Canada’s policy
environment must encourage innovation, improve
productivity, and reduce unnecessary regulatory
burden while supporting investment across the value
chain.

Closer to home, policies must continue to foster a
stable business environment that enables family
farms to grow, invest, and pass their operations on to
future generations. Strong rural communities depend
on a vibrant and competitive agricultural sector.

Building a Competitive Future

The 2026 seed potato crop continues to show considerable variability
across Alberta, with growing conditions differing significantly by region.
While some seed acres have experienced hail daomage, many growers in
Southern Alberta are anticipating an average crop where storms have been
avoided. The Lacombe region is looking decent this season, providing some
relief after several years of dry conditions that challenged seed production.
In contrast, growers in the Edmonton area continue to contend with
relentless rainfall and frequent storms, with some reporting more than
double their average annual precipitation.

Supporting North American Trade Through CUSMA

Alberta’'s potato industry has long benefited from
strong relationships with our American counterparts.
As part of the Pacific Northwest potato-producing
region, Alberta and neighbouring US. states have
developed an integrated and collaborative supply
chain that benefits growers, processors, and
consumers on both sides of the border.

Alberta's seed potato industry provides the
foundation for commercial potato production across
North America while also improving the efficiency of
cross-border supply chains. Seed potatoes provide
valuable return loads for trucks delivering fresh
produce and other agricultural goods into Canada,
reducing transportation costs and supporting an
integrated, competitive North American potato
industry.

Cross-border trade is also essential for Albertad's fresh
and processing sectors. Albertans consume more
fresh potatoes than are grown within the province,
making reliable access to potatoes from
neighbouring provinces and states an important part
of our food supply. Likewise, many processing
facilities depend on potatoes moving efficiently
across borders to maintain year-round operations.
Agricultural  machinery, crop inputs, and other
essential goods also move freely throughout the
integrated North American supply chain.

The CUSMA agreement has played a critical role in
supporting this integrated marketplace. As
discussions continue, the Potato Growers of Alberta
will continue advocating for policies that strengthen
cross-border trade, preserve efficient supply chains,
and enhance the competitiveness of the North
American potato industry on the global stage.

The Potato Growers of Alberta extends its
appreciation to the Government of Alberta's
international trade offices and Global Affairs Canada
for their continued leadership in facilitating
constructive dialogue and strengthening
relationships with our North American trade partners.

3
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DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, POLICY & SEED

Stacey Bajema

International Year of the Woman Farmer

On June 23, PGA Board Chair Alison Davie and
Government Relations, Policy and Seed Director
Stacey Bajema joined Alberta's Minister of
Agriculture and Irrigation, Tara Sawyer, to celebrate
the International Year of the Woman Farmer at

Smithbilt Hats in Calgary.
The event recognized

the contributions  of
women in agriculture
and provided an
excellent opportunity to

connect with female
leaders from across
Alberta’s agri-food
sector.

Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation Tara Sawyer

Next Policy Framework Roundtable

PGA participated in the Next Policy Framework
roundtable on June 25, hosted by Minister Heath
MacDonald at NAIT in Edmonton. The discussion
brought together Alberta commaodity organizations
to help shape priorities ahead of the Federal-
Provincial-Territorial Agriculture Ministers’ meetings
in Halifax.

Next Policy Framework Roundtable participants

Kentucky Farm Bureau Leadership Tour

On Canada Day, the Kentucky Farm Bureau LEAD
Program visited Sandhills Seed Potatoes to learn
about Alberta’s seed potato industry. The stop
provided an opportunity to showcase potato
production while strengthening relationships with
the next generation of agricultural leaders.

Kentucky Farm Bureau Leadership Team at the Sandhill Seed Potatoes farm

Team Alberta Crops Roundtable

Minister Heath MacDonald met with Team Alberta
Crops on July 6 at Jeff Frost's farm near Didsbury to
discuss issues impacting Alberta's crop sector. PGA
Board Chair Alison Davie represented Alberta potato
growers, highlighting key priorities facing the
industry.

Minister Heath MacDonald and Team Alberta Crops leaders

Minister Visit to Perry Farms

During a July 7 visit to Perry Farms in Southern
Alberta, Minister Heath MacDonald met with the
Perry family to learn more about their multi-
generational farming operation and the importance
of Alberta’s potato industry.

Minister Heath MacDonald during the visit at The Perry Farm

Potatoes in the Park

The Potato Growers of Alberta proudly hosted the
second annual Potatoes in the Park reception on
July 6 in partnership with the Government of
Alberta’s U.S. Trade Offices. The event welcomed U.S.
legislators, government officials, and industry
leaders during Stampede week, showcasing
Alberta’s potato industry and strengthening
important cross-border relationships.
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DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, POLICY & SEED
Stacey Bajema

Idaho Farm Bureau Roundtable

On July 7, the Potato Growers of Alberta welcomed
Idaho Lieutenant Governor Scott Bedke, Director
Tewalt, and members of the Idaho Farm Bureau to
Perry Farms for a farm tour and roundtable
discussion with Alberta potato growers. The visit
reinforced the strong partnership between Alberta
and Idaho while highlighting the value of continued
collaboration across the Pacific  Northwest's
agriculture industry.

US Delegation looking at a potato pile while visitng Southern Alberta farmers

NDP Agriculture Roundtable

PGA Board Member Matthew Visser represented
Alberta potato growers at the NDP Agriculture
Roundtable on July 7 with Opposition Leader Naheed
Nenshi and MLA Heather Sweet. Discussions focused
on business risk management programs, crop
insurance, irrigation infrastructure, and other

priorities for Alberta producers.

Naheed Nenshi,
MILA for Edmonton-Starthcona

Heather Sweet,
MLA for Edmonton-Manning, Shadow
Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation

Matt Visser representing PGA during NDP Agriculture Roundtable

Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER)
Summit

From July 19-23, the Potato Growers of Alberta was
proud to sponsor the Pacific NorthWest Economic
Region (PNWER) Annual Summit in Edmonton. The
conference brought together legislators,
government officials, and industry leaders to
advance regional collaboration on transportation,
water management, trade, and economic
development-issues that are critical to the long-
term success of Alberta’s potato industry.

PACIFIC

NORTHWEST
ECONOMIC REGION

Agriculture Leaders Roundtable: Lindsay Eng from Oregon, Michael Honeycutt
from Montana, Minister David Marit from Saskatchewan, Derek Sandison from
Washington & Minister Tara Sawyer from Alberta

i iy I

stacey@albertapotatoes.ca
1-780-916-1766
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AG RELATIONS DIRECTOR - Ashley Wagenaar

Field Days South of the Border: What Washington
State and Oregon State Are Teaching Us

This summer | had the opportunity to travel south of the border to attend
two of the Pacific Northwest's premier potato research events: the
Washington State University (WSU) Commercial Seed Lot Trial and Potato
Field Day at the Othello Research Farm, and the Hermiston Potato Field Day
hosted by Oregon State University (OSU) at the Hermiston Agricultural
Research and Extension Center (HAREC). Both events are long-running
fixtures on the potato research calendar, and both offer a level of extension
investment and grower access that is well worth the drive for anyone
working in Alberta’s potato industry.

Washington State University: Commercial Seed Lot Trial and Field Day

WSU's Potato Field Day at Othello centers on the Commercial Seed Lot Trial, a program that has run in
cooperation with the Washington State Potato Commission for more than six decades. Each year, WSU collects
seed samples from commercial growers and grows them out under controlled conditions for roughly 70 days,
giving growers, seed suppliers, and handlers a side-by-side comparison of the seed lots moving through the
supply chain. Trained readers evaluate every lot for disease, virus, herbicide injury, frost damage, and seed-
piece handling issues before the results are published, giving the industry both a quality-control tool and a
historical benchmark for how varieties are performing year over year.

What stood out most to me was the scale of collaboration behind the trial. Plant disease specialists from
across the Northwest, including certification staff from Washington, Montana, and Oregon, take part in the
readings and cross-check each other's diagnoses before results are finalized. WSU also runs a virus and
disease reading training session ahead of the first field reading, which improves accuracy across the whole
reading team, novice and expert alike. The field day itself is split into concurrent tours covering cultural
practices on one side and pests and diseases on the other, so growers can move between sessions based on
what matters most to their own operation.

Showcase of OSU’s most promising new varieties WSU’s 3 Tiered Commercial Seed Lot Trial
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Hermiston, Oregon: HAREC Potato Field Day

The following stop was Oregon State University's Hermiston Agricultural Research and Extension Center, where
the annual Potato Field Day brings together growers, agronomists, students, and researchers from across the
Columbia Basin. This year's program covered OSUs potato breeding and variety development pipeline,
genetics and genomics work aimed at speeding up new variety releases, nematode management research,
soil health measurement in irrigated potato ground, and updates from HAREC's plant pathology and
entomology programs, including current work on lygus bug and Colorado potato beetle management.

A theme that came through clearly at Hermiston is just how long the road is from cross to commercial release.
Breeding a new potato variety can take up to a dozen years, and OSU's breeders were candid about needing
grower feedback after release to help fine-tune how a new variety performs on real farms. That kind of open
dialogue between researchers and growers, in the field, in real time, is exactly the sort of extension relationship
our industry should be paying attention to.

WSU’s Seed Size Trial Alex Karasev Presenting on Strains of Potato Virus Y

Why This Matters for Alberta

Neither WSU nor OSU runs these programs for their own benefit. Both universities treat extension, the transfer of
research findings directly to growers, as a core part of their mandate, and it shows in the resources committed
to these field days: research farms and staff time, disease reading training, published seed lot results, and free
access for anyone in the industry who wants to attend. That investment produces real value that extends well
beyond Washington and Oregon. Alberta growers rely on many of the same seed sources, face many of the
same pests and diseases, and grow many of the same varieties moving through these trials.

Staying current on what WSU and OSU are finding, whether it is a new virus
concern flagged in the seed lot trial, a promising variety strain still years
from release, or a new approach to managing nematodes or soil health, el
gives us an early look at emerging challenges, and a head start on the [§ ?_{@ L ‘£'
varieties and practices that might eventually help our own industry. Field ; ;

days like these are also a chance to build relationships with researchers
and extension specialists directly, which makes it easier to ask questions
and get answers when something unusual turns up in an Alberta field.

| would encourage anyone in the Alberta potato industry with the
opportunity to attend one of these field days to do so. Both events are held
annually in late June, so with some planning it is possible to catch both on
a single trip south, as | did this year.

ashley@albertapotatoes.ca

GRS Start of the day at the Hermiston Potato Field Day
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Provincial News

RDAR Round-Up 2026

On June 17, over 350 producers, industry leaders, and
researchers turned out for a full day of learning and
networking. From engaging discussions to live
demonstrations, the energy throughout the day
highlighted the strength and innovation driving Alberta
agriculture forward.

The Final Mile™ Tent highlighted OFCAF's offerings,
including securing funding, farmers’ virtual fencing
experiences, and drone seeding demonstrations.

Source: RDAR OFCAF Q2 Newsletter (2026 ) Picture Source: RDAR OFCAF Q2 Newsletter

Read More About RDAR Round-Up 2026 Here

v Agriculture Labour Task Force Grant
g l e Program Accepting Applications

In 2022, the Government of Alberta invested $2.5 million
in Ag for Life's Agriculture Labour Task Force Grant
Program to help producers and processors attract, hire
and retain employees.

Ag for Life, a charitable organization, will distribute grants
to address labour shortages caused by job vacancies
that cannot be filled and an aging workforce.

“Alberta’s government is committed to strengthening
and growing a resilient and competitive agriculture
sector that supports jobs and long-term food security.
Ag producers and processors need a stable, skilled
workforce and Ag for Life’s Agriculture Labour Task Force
Grant Program helps them meet those labour
challenges so they can continue producing the food we
rely on,” said Minister of Agriculture and Irrigation Tara
Sawyer.

Source: https.//www.alberta.ca/

Read The Full Article Here

POTATO VARIETY TRIALS LETHBRIDGE
POLYTECHNIC

August 25, 2026 (Tuesday) St

100 pm - 3:30 pm 1l

Lethbridge Polytechnic Research Farm

Click Here For More Info and to Register



https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/farm-field-day-tickets-1996173350226?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://rdar.ca/latest/events/round-up-events/round-up-2026
https://rdar.ca/latest/events/round-up-events/round-up-2026
https://www.alberta.ca/agri-news-attracting-agricultural-workers
https://www.alberta.ca/agri-news-attracting-agricultural-workers
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Across the Country

Alison & Michael Davie Named 2026
Alberta Regional Winners of Canada’s
Outstanding Young Farmers Program

Alberta
Chtstaneg

Yeung Farmess Progra

Canada's Outstanding Young Farmers (COYF) has
named Alison and Michael Davie of North Paddock
Farms Ltd. as the 2026 Alberta Regional Honourees. COYF
is an annual program dedicated to recognizing farmers
under the age of 40 who exemplify professional
excellence in the agricultural industry. The national
winner of COYF 2026 will be selected during the national
competition in Vancouver, BC, held from November 25—
29, 2026.

Congratulations & good luck in the finals!

Michael & Alison Davie

Supporting Farmers' Mental Health

Farm Credit Canada and the Canadian Centre for Agricultural
Wellbeing recently announced a renewed partnership to sustain and
expand the National Farmer Wellness Network Crisis Line, 1-866-
FARMSO! (1-866-327-6701). Since launching in February 2025, the
National Farmer Wellness Network Crisis Line has connected
agricultural workers across Canada with licensed mental health
CANADIAN CENTRE FOR professionals trained through the Canadian Agricultural Literacy

e L e Program, specialists who understand the unique pressures of farming
life. The renewal ensures that this vital service continues uninterrupted.
Source: https.//ccaw.ca/

7,
/((' Read The Media Realese
Canadian Centre For Agricultural Wellbeing
Fruit and Vegetable Growers of Canada Recognized 2025 Sustainability
as One of the Most Active Lobbying Organizations Report Released
This past June, the Fruit and Vegetable Growers of Canada WORTH AR o
. . . POTATO
(FVGC) was recognized as one of Canada's most active SUSTAINABILITY
lobbying organizations, with 20 meetings focused on CUSMA. ASSESSMENT

The Canadian Produce Council (CPC) was pleased to
participate in at least six of these meetings, working alongside
FVGC to advance the interests of Canada's fresh produce sector.
This advocacy work also received national attention when Erik
Nielsen, FVGC's Director of Government Relations, was
interviewed by The Hill Times, a leading Ottawa publication
widely read by government decision-makers. The coverage
highlights the strength of FVGC's advocacy efforts and helps
raise the profile of the industry's priorities.

Source: https://thehill.com/ OF CANADA | DU CANADA

Read Article Here (Available with Subscription) |

REPORT

ARARY,
72,
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Download the 2025 Report


https://mail.potatosustainability.org/e3t/Ctc/W3+113/d2rC5R04/VVCJv_5HVQ4yW1qmNjr6jnBXgVNrtzX5S3TBQN4zFKM63lYM-W7Y8-PT6lZ3n3W7MFRzM1_G_J5V8ql9L2fQKW5W2gqF9b1myFqZW33vHmk7PVKMfW3ccvWK5ww4ysN5fyxwcxtzHHN1lHndzwDY9gW6m3JqZ1WTvz6W2qqpxx7g9Sq5W6_mCrc4B52XTVkMhLX8T__CNVCKmPz1KFRsDW75PfB62Nlt64W8j-1618qYTbDW3S2RVy6VB_JxVpj51f8d5l-YW6qH8FG9hBkRdW4DYvkX9dd4X-W8vjj_V1vpkF1W6ytRdH59JGqtW3-RYk26Pzs8rW3FD09C7y7ZD-W6V5JD19g8FtwW8fZcvV4s8my4W41f7ml2dnq1xW4VgsTj1ZyBwff1T1yLv04
https://www.hilltimes.com/2026/07/26/june-trade-lobbying-focuses-on-cusma-the-u-s-administration-right-now-is-a-little-unpredictable-says-fruit-and-vegetable-sector-rep/512755/
https://www.albertapotatoes.ca/nid/13869
https://www.albertapotatoes.ca/nid/13869
https://www.albertapotatoes.ca/nid/13869
https://ccaw.ca/fcc-renews-partnership-with-canadian-centre-for-agricultural-wellbeing-to-support-national-farmer-wellness-network-crisis-line/
https://ccaw.ca/
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From The Office

A few highlights from our 2026 PGA Annual Golf Tournament
We've shared a couple of our favorite moments here, and you can view the full event gallery on our website

https://www.albertapotatoes.ca/2026-golf-tournament
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From The Office

Thank You To Our Golf Sponsors

We would like to thank everyone who participated in our 2026 Annual PGA
Golf Tournament. The event would not have been such a success without
the support of our sponsors. Thank you for helping make this year's
tournament another memorable event!
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From The Office
IA Burgers and Beans
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AGM Registration Opens Soon!

Secure your spot early and take advantage of our early bird pricing. Stay tuned
and keep an eye on our website for registration details and the latest updates.

2026 SAVE THE

ALBERTA POTATO CONFERENCE & TRADESHOW

HOra

Red Deer Resort & Casino
November 23-25, 2026

Hotel reservations call 1.800.662.7197 / 403.346.2091
Email: reservations@rdcasino.ca
Mention - “Potato Growers of Alberta Conference 2026" to receive group rate

Book by 5pm - October 24, 2026

12
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From The Office

1. How did you get into potato farming?

Grandpa started in seed potatoes in the '50s, then my
dad took the farm over from him. During my
agricultural school in Holland, | started helping on the
farm any time that | had. Sometimes | should have
been at school, maybe, but farming was more fun €.
Then, in 1996, | came to work for a season on a potato
farm in Stony Plain. After liking it here, | went to a
different potato farm the year after, also in the
Edmonton areq, and in 1998 we immigrated and grew
our first potato crop in 1999.

2. What do you love about potato farming?

The potato community and diversity of the different
varieties. 'm passionate about looking for and finding
new varieties for the future. Therefore, | go every year
to the Netherlands for the Variety Days, where all
breeders from Europe display their new and upcoming
varieties.

3. How long have you been growing potatoes?

I have been growing seed potatoes since we moved
from Holland in 1998. Our family grew seed potatoes
before that, since 1954.

4. What other activities are you involved in (outside
the farm or association work)?

Outside of the farm, me and my family race go-karts
on summer weekends, and | enjoy speed skating and
skiing in the winter months.

5. What types of on-farm sustainability practices do
you employ?

We strive to try to get better yield and quality to grow
fewer acres and the same amount of volume. Using
long rotation and working with neighbours on land
swapping, and looking for and trying new varieties
that use fewer inputs and are stronger during weather
events like drought while maintaining yields and
quality. We are dryland farming, but I'm trying to get a
portion of our farm under irrigation, which is not easy,
but | hope to be able to irrigate 25-30% of our potato
acres in 2027..

PGA GROWER PROFILE

6. What do you contribute to tell your “story” of
agriculture to the public?

We regularly host school groups to educate the next
generation. And trying every year to put a summary
on YouTube video of the last season. Also, we supply
neighbours with seed potatoes for their gardens to
educate them on the importance of clean seed vs.
keeping growing your own smalls from the garden.

7. What is the best farming advice you've been
given?

"Quality over quantity,” like "happy wife (customer),
happy life." Don't grow more than you can handle.

8. What are your concerns for the future of farming?
The higher cost of inputs is a big concern to me for the
possible next generation. With the cost of equipment
and inputs going up, the margins are getting very
small, making it tough and less attractive for the next
generation to carry on.

9. What excites you about the future of farming?
Seeing the young generation getting into potato
farming. Every PGA annual meeting, 'm amazed by all
the young people in our potato group in Alberta. It's
something | don't see in a lot of the other farming
groups.

Also, our Edmonton potato growers group is very
young. When | came in 1998, | was the young guy. Now
I am almost the oldest. That's pretty cool, to be working
with the young guys.

Jan, Pieter & Jake Hoogland

Submitted by Jake Hoogland
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From The Office

We are looking for a North Grower to join Public Awareness Committee!

Are you passionate about the potato industry and eager to
make a difference? We're looking for a North Grower who
brings fresh ideas, enthusiasm, and a desire to help
promote and strengthen our industry.

If you're ready to have a voice, share your ideas, and help
shape the future of public awareness for Alberta potatoes,
we'd love to hear from you!

Reach out via e-mail pgacommunications@albertapotatoes.ca
or call us at 403-223-2262

Short-term Manure Management
for Alberta Potato Growers

Manure management in Alberta is regulated under the Agricultural Operation Practices Act (AOPA) and
administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Board (NRCB). AOPA sets out minimum legislative
requirements for short-term manure storage stockpiling, and the subsequent spreading of manure for land
application.

Who does AOPA applies to?
AOPA applies to anyone or any operation that produces, stores, transports, receives, and applies manure, organic
materials, and compost. This includes crop producers using manure, organic materials, and compost as fertilizer.

Short-term manure storage

AOPA requires operators that use short-term manure storage to store solid manure for only seven months over a
three-year period. For example, if you store in early November and spread in late May (seven months), you must
not use that spot again for another two years.

AOPA also sets minimum setback distances for manure stockpiles.

For more information, check out the following NRCB
and Government of Alberta fact sheets:

e Short-Term Solid Manure Storage Requirements
¢ Minimum Setbacks for Land Application

Help Shape How AFSC Connects
With Alberta’s Agri Community

AFSC is seeking to better understand how producers and agribusinesses ' al : "
prefer to receive information, stay informed and learn about programs RancH bR BT eloeRdcesL D [l
and services through an anonymous survey. Responses will help AFSC
make more thoughtful decisions about how they communicate and
where they focus their efforts. AFSC values your time and input and
appreciate you being part of their commmunity.

More Information Take The Survey

The PGA assumes no responsibility for any errors in the information provided, nor

assumes any liability for any damages incurred as a consequence, directly or indirectly, Don't Forget to Fo“ow
of the use and application of any of the contents of The Potato Minute. Unless otherwise = A
noted on an individual document, the PGA grants users permission to reproduce and Us on SOC|a| Mechq!
distribute information in the Potato Minute as long as the contents remain unaltered

and it is noted that the contents have been made available and approved by the PGA.

Staff Ediitor: Sonia Third PGA Office: 6008-46 Ave. Taber, AB TIG 281 403.223.2262 D X ﬁ ‘@)
pga@albertapotatoes.ca www.albertapotatoes.ca
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https://www.youtube.com/@potatogrowersalberta9486
https://x.com/AlbertaPotatoes
https://www.facebook.com/AlbertaPotatoes
https://www.instagram.com/albertapotatoes/
https://www.tiktok.com/@potatogrowersab
mailto:pgacommunications@albertapotatoes.ca
https://www.nrcb.ca/public/download/files/107697
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/044b4739-f321-4f98-b2d9-d798c62a40b2/resource/982f51a9-c0d8-49bb-ab77-4821b16f21f6/download/agi-minimum-setbacks-for-land-application-2026-06.pdf
https://afsc.ca/news/survey-share-your-thoughts-on-staying-informed-about-ag-news/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oWKbOzCs8UWGAwOgwRddmwkZe9aopBNPtX2CfWrAN55UN1Q3STg5VTMxOFZWRVBaWFFUU1I1UjZERy4u&route=shorturl
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MEMBERSHIP

The Alberta Potato Industry Association is composed of individuals from various
areas of business, all of whom work with, and alongside, the potato growers in
Alberta. Formed in 1990, the APIA facilitates in the networking with growers at
events such as the Burgers N Beans, the Alberta Potato Conference Trade Show,
and the Annual PGA Golf Tournament. We are very excited to be celebrating 35
years of partnership with the growers this year!

If you are interested in becoming a member, please send an email to

apiamemberships@gmail.com. Memberships will be sent out at the end of the
year to last years' members, as well as those interested this year.

Alberta Potato Indu dus -

_< et A -

__ SINCES W

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP RECIPIENTS

The following individuals are recognized for their long-standing contribution to the APIA and have
been awarded a Lifetime Membership to our association:

Corah, Chuck Hacker, Bill Mitchell, Peter Oikawa, Tricky
Gash, Brian Jensen, Wayne Mrak, Tony Stewart, Russ
Gouw, Arie Kaiser, Dave Nelis, Jacques Sandberg, Phil

-

i lﬁlals are members in good standing of
R

x«t.,m

s A'PIA forthe 20%’ calendar year: . % _‘

>
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*Clark/Joe Gratton;Lawrence
- Coker, Mike Haacke?Aaron

Day, Carol Haan, Hagtger

DeHaan, Jeff Hanlon, Brendon

Draper, Derrick Iwan, Josh

Dube, Kelly Janssen, Tom

Duell, Michael Joss;Jessica

Kuipers, Kianna
Kwiatkewski, Ryan

__L”éffers, Joel=,

man, Ryan
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