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Hope all that attended

our Trade Show, Conven-
tion, and AGM in Calgary
had a good time. It is
always risky when you try
a new venue for the first

time however the

Deerfoot Inn & Casino
seemed to work out quite

well for us and the

Industry Associates. The
turn-out was better than

we have had for a few

years and that is usually a
good sign, especially
when everyone is in a
good mood.

The good spirits can be
attributed to the crop we
experienced this year.
After a few years of
weather induced short-
falls, this year we will fill
our commitments with
the Processors. The
factories however are
running at a pace that is
not sustainable, even
with our full crop. Issues
to the East are
contributing to the
demand on our Plants,
which  could require
supplemental supply from
the South, if they do not
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take a break or slow their
schedule to match the
volume contracted.

Processors did contract
more volume across all
growing areas and would

have been in a balanced
supply situation had all
areas experienced
average crops. The fact
that the demand has not

tapered-off is good news
for the Industry. There
was a fear that the long
European crop would cut

into export markets and
soften demand but that

has yet to happen. It
appears that the new
export business secured
last year, when Europe
was short, was taken on
as multiyear business
which will protect that

volume in the near term.
As we enter into contract
negotiations for the next

season we are
encouraging Processors
to advise us on volumes
as soon
While our Seed crop
volume is equal to last
year, the volume of Rus-
set processing seed

as possible.
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available is 10% less.
Early volume commit-
ments will ensure that
sufficient seed is availa-
ble. Cost of Production
models are indicating
significant increases for
the coming year and all
production areas are
focused on ensuring that
those increased costs
form a part of the new

settlements with

Processors. Your Negoti-
ating Committee will be

working hard at

acquiring a fair and

timely result.

This is our last newsletter
before the Holiday
Season and | would like
to take this opportunity

to wish all of our
Members and Industry
Associates a very Merry
Christmas and Happy
New Year.

Best Wishes,

Edzo

November 30, 2011
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AEPA Agri-Environmental Partnership of Alberta

In 2008 the Agri-Environmental Partnership of Alberta (AEPA) identified that the agricultural sector may be affected by
the development of several recent Provincial strategies such as the Landuse Framework and Water for Life. There wasg
also the impact of other regional land use, watershed and basin- management programs that would have a direct

influence on the agricultural sector. Specifically these initiatives may impact the way water was managed in our
Province. These changes may affect agricultureds acc
restrictions on agricultural activities adjacent to source water. Hence AEPA believes that all agricultural stakeholders
need to be aware of current issues in order to take part in, add their voice and participate in the future initiatives that

may affect agriculture in Alberta.

In Feb 2010 the AEPA Land Use Framework Committee prepared and released several key messages:

es s

§ Continued access to safe and reliable water supplies i858 &es
sustaining future growth and devel opment.

§ Because there is not a good understanding of climate variab
making system that manages the risk to agricultureds water
infrastructure storage structures to better manage water| sup

§ Early communication and engagement with the agriculture]|ind:i
into water policy (i.e. industry vs agriculture use, alljocat

§ To remain economically viable, the agriculture industryl wil
environmental thresholds or objectives established throujgh t

§ The agriculture industry supports continued mapping of grour
future sustainable devel opment .

§ The agriculture industry supports continued efforts for |wate

§ The agriculture industry wunderstands and is actively wenjgage
reduce the impact on water quality.

§ Land wuse planning and water policies that i mpact agricultur
i ndustry, but rather to position Alberta to take advantjage
increasing wealth of emerging economies.

Since that time there has been a group of Ag. Industry stakeholders that have been asked to form aWater Advisory

Teamto represent the various Ag industry players in the province. There is representation from Government (ARD, ENV,

AAFC ) Industry (Intensive Lvst, ABP, Diversified Lvst, Crops, Milk/Eggs, Irrigation/Special Crops) Municipal and Ducks

Unlimited.

| have been asked to represent our Industry as well as the Irrigation/Special crops sector as a whole.

The purpose of thetWapeoabdtvivsebyyi Méammi and engage (ilncl t

agriculture stakeholders (including the AEPA board, iits

mandate) in order to effectively participate in pp ivd inecs

related to agriculture.
A comprehensive list of water issues relevant to the agricultural sector was compiled by the WAT and three priority
issues have come to the forefront at this time.

§ Water allocation
§ Wetland policy
§ Water/Watershed management plans/frameworks

A position paper from the WAT representing the Ag Sector will be drawn up on these 3 issues and the communicated to
the necessary parties involved in the various water initiatives.

As the WAT continues to look at and address the various water related issues that affect agriculture | will keep you
informed.

If you have any questions in regards to the WAT and its association with APEA please feel free to contact me.

Terence p——
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Al berta Environmen

WORKSHOP
DEC'"®Wr'h"62011
PGA Offil ce

Last March the PGA held a workshop on the updates to the existing EFP.
Every grower had the opportunity to receive an update binder for their EFP.

On Monday Dec 5" and Tues Dec 6" Murray Green and Perry Philips from ARD will be putting on
a workshop at the PGA office to assist in the completion of your EFP.

As it is a requirement of your Processor contract to have an updated EFP we would encourage
you to sign up for one of the 2 workshops and take advantage of the assistance that will be
provided from either Murray or Perry.

Workshops are 9:000 12:00 noon each day and then an open session in the afternoon
for you to complete your binder and hand them into Murray for assessment.

MONDAY -DEC 5"  9:00-12:00 MORNING WORKSHOP
LUNCH
OPEN AFTERNOON SESSION TO COMPLETE BINDER FOR THOSE THAT REQUIRE

TUESDAY DEC® 9:00-12:00 MORNING WORKSHOP
LUNCH
OPEN AFTERNOON SESSION TO COMPLETE BINDER FOR THOSE THAT REQUIRE

AN UPDATEDENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLANS
A MANDATORYREQUIREMENT OF ALL
PROCESS GROWERS CONTRACTS. PLEA
PLAN ON ATTENDING ONE OF THESE
WORKSHOPS.
SIGN UP TODAY!!

Please contact the PGA Office to register for this workshop
Call 403-223-2262 or e-mail Cindy@albertapotatoes.ca
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McCain Foods Announc

Top Ten Alberta Potato Growers for 2010-11

Tamminga Farms Ltd. - Bill Tamminga

Boston Farms Ltd.- Tony Bos

Woordman farms Ltd. - Harry & Arjon Woordman
SLM Spud farms Ltd- Louis,Lyle,Lloyd, & Dale Ypma
Prairieview Seed Potatoes Ltd- Bill & Luc Delanoy & Anne Zelik
Lane Lievaart Farms Ltd- Lane Lievaart
Stiekema Farms Ltd- Laus Steikema
Woudwijk Farms Ltd. - Klaas & Tony Woudwijk
. Torsius Tater Farms Ltd.- Bill Torsius

10 CP Farms Ltd.- Michel Camps

Environmental Grower of the Year
(1% year for this award)

Perry Produce Ltd.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!
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Post Har vest Test

The samples arrived in Hawaii in excellent condition and were planted on
Monday, November 28". Thanks to those that provided the correct tuber size
pal count, as this helped make the job of planting the samples easier. | will

be at the site from January 10-13, so if you have customers that would like to

look at your samples, please let me know so | can meet them at the farm and show them the samples. | will
also be sending out the leaf test requirement form for completionif you havendt a |Thissyead y
the form is to be returned directly to Peter Ellis at Phyto Diagnostics.

2012 Seed Committee Seed Potato Quality
At the recent Potato Growers of Alberta Seed Managemem Program
Committee Business Meeting held in Calgary, The SPQMP used by most growers in Alberta, has beer
the following growers were appointed to the revised effective October 21, 2011. The directive,
Committee: D-06-04, has been revised to reduce the duplication of
Jan Vermué, Chair, West Edmonton Seed Potatoes information in the shipping records to be completed by
(2002) Ltd., Stony Plain growers or their designated representative(s) on the

SPQMP by incorporating appendix 10 into appendix 8
and 9. Updates were made to remove references to the
Jeff Ekkel,Sunnycrest Seed Potatoes Inc., Lacombe Seed Potato Tuber Inspection Quality Assurance Pilof

Jake Hoogland, Hoogland Farms, Millet Program, as it is no longer relevant to the program.
Also, revisions were made to introduce expiry dates for
the inspections of seed potatoes shipped under the

Bruce Chedzoy, Chedzoy Farms/Tubertech Ent., Gibbons

Tony Kirkland, Sandhills Seed Potatoes Ltd., Spruce Grov|

1%

Gord Visser, Norbest Farms, Edmonton SPQMP, enhance the audit report and modify the rules
for the suspension of farm unites from the SPQMP.
Please contact any one of the above growers with any If you did not receive a copy of the revised program,

seed related questions, issues or suggestions.

c tlati i’ | please contact Deb Hart at deb@albertapotatoes.ca
ongratulations gentlemen!
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If you were in attendance at the AGM in Calgary you would have received an INFORMATION SURVEY
from the PGA Office printed on a green sheet of paper. If you were not able to make the AGM you
would have received an email from the PGA with the survey attached.

Either way could you please take a few minutes and complete the survey and return it to the PGA
office so that we can make some informed decisions for the coming year. Thank you Terence

December 15th is the mail out date on our first round of invoices for service charges, also known as levies
or check offs.. These apply to both fresh potatoes charged at $22/harvested acre, and certified seed

installments, and are due 60 days from the date of the invoice, in other words, February 15th, April 15th
and June 15th. You may also pay the total amount which will appear on your first invoice if you prefer.

potatoes, charged at $30/harvested acre. As a reminder, these service charges are issued in threg
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AGRI CULTURAL I NNOVATI ON PROGRAM

The Agwicultural | nnoivatamnu@Prtogr&s0 (MilIP)i on program endi
research, devel opment, commercialization and adoption of

The program i s now open to receive applications to provi

T Knowledge Creatifom panjdeclisamnmafte accel erate the res
fer of knowledge and technologies in the sector.

T h igrant is up to 75% for not -for-profits and 50% for profit, to a maximum of $4 million;

¢ Commer ci alor zm@rtoij e®it s t hat support the competitiveness
ing the rate of successful Cc chmanseerdc i ian n azvaa ti ioonn sa nidn aQlaorpa d
! zero-interest loan of up to 50% to a maximum of $10 million.

The link below provides details on eligible applicants, eligible projects and activities and a link to the detailed program guide-
lines. Please read the guidelines before moving ahead. Here are a few key points to consider:

¢ Kpﬁ)gram focus is on /nnovation and applications will be judged on the level of innovation, benefit to the sector and viability
of the project components and outcomes.

T | 0 NB knoWiedge Creation and Transferis focused on R&D and applied projects where the commercialization is 3-
7 years away.

T | i NB EoMmercializationincludes capital equipment but should be new not just to the company but to the sector
or region. If you were familiar with the previous Agri -Opportunities and the AgriProcessing Initiative programs, the
need for innovation is lower than Agri -Op that required the innovation to be new to Canada, but higher than the API
that only required it to be new to the company. Applications require additional components -Annexes A-C -will be
available on the AAFC website shortly.

7 . 2 @trams cover a range of eligible activities including materials, labour and capital directly relevant to the
project.
1 LYy St e hdude 1Snd and buildings.

I \Application package consists of the application form as well as several additional components as outlined in a
complete Checklist.

=a

After reading all the materials on the website , the next step is to discuss your project with a program officer that can be reached
through the toll free number on the contact link. AAFC is willing to send out a program officer to speak to a group of compan ies
or individual company meetings that we can coordinate if we have companies that have eligible projects being planned.

www4.agr.gc.ca/AAFC -AAC to find out more
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COMING EVENTS

UN|TED§ ZINTE= Meetings

POTATO GROWERS OF AMERICA

POTATO GROWERS OF CANADA
LES PRODUCTEURS UNIS DE POMMES DE TERRE DU CANADA

The Bayer CropScience - United Pot at o

Sponsors Fredq | n

Orl ando, Fl qrid
Janua#dy 3012

Prior to the 2012 Pojato

i ndustry members -arfp in

Potato Partners sponsorship is one that furthersf [sponsored meetings to becofne b

sustainable agriculture andfosters a strong world current

food supply. Bayer CropScience, an internationalj fmeet i ngs
the Loews Royal Pacific Report

crop science company, is a main presenter a

state of the indusfry.
wil#,be0l8nudty Bjeeti

United Potato Partner seminars be{ lJanuary P®t ato Seed Grower [Meet

ing held in major
potato  growing
regions. Plan to
attend this seminar
being held at the Ja

Si

United Annual Reporft Lt

xth Annual North Americah Po
and Crop
n

Transition Confergpnce

, uary Ui ted and PMANA | unche
Coast Hotel in Lethbridge BAERGHIPLEN Regi str@itgronup online usin t
on Feb 2nd. Watch for a complete agenda the send an memtingst@uni t edpactaltlou

1

coming months. the nationaid518f0f0i0ce at 8|0

Potato Growers of Alberta

Christmas Open House |
Thursday, December 22 3
11:00 am to 2:00 pm 3

PGA Boardroom

We invite Growers & Industry Associates to join the Board & the Staff of the PGA
in celebrating the Christmas season with some great company, appetizers ¢
Christmas cheer. We look forward to seeing you there!

nd
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The PGA Office will be closed from
December 23 - January 1st for the holiday season.
We will reopen regular hours on
Monday January 2, 2012
THE PGA STAFF & BOARD WISH EVERYONE
A SAFE & HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

The PGA assumes no responsibility for any errors in the information provided, nor assumes
any liability for any damages incurred as a consequence, directly or indirectly, of the use and
application of any of the contents of The Potato Minute. Unless otherwise noted on an indi-
vidual document, the PGA grants users permission to reproduce and distribute information
in the Potato Minute as long as the contents remain unaltered and as long as it is noted that
the contents have been made available by the PGA.

6008 46 Avenue
Taber, AB T1G 2B1

Phone: 403-223-2262
Fax: 403223-2268
E-mail: pga@albertapotatoes.ca
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Thanks to the PGA staff wh wor ked
t
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Potato Conference and to API A )r ko«
Pl ease send us your comments on wha at
We appreciate your feedback. I't was -_— I C «
Il i ke to keep our attendance wup to h EXIAFOICRONERSORGERERTAN own .
wor k even harder next year to briln% you anotner /%reat ,co

, 092/ _g%!O-U 56;601.0%
See you all next year at the Capri Center i Red eer in



