
 

 

How quickly the agricul-

tural world can change!  

After numerous years of 

potato oversupply we are 

suddenly faced with a 

situation where globally 

there will be a shortage of 

potatoes.  Mother Nature 

has played the biggest 

hand in creating this 

situation, with dismal 

crops in Russia and be-

low average in Poland, S. 

Africa, India, and most of 

Europe.  In North Amer-

ica, Growers were told to 

grow less and they actu-

ally did.  Usually when 

one part of the world has 

problems with supply, 

another area with extra 

volume will step-in and 

benefit, unfortunately that 

balance does not appear 

to be there this year. 

 

Processors in Canada & 

the US appear to have 

been too aggressive in 

their volume reductions,  

 

especially with demand 

now s t rengthen ing.  

Growers are being ap-

proached to sign-up any 

volumes that are uncom-

mitted and we are even 

hearing rumours of Fresh 

potatoes being consid-

ered for processing.  One 

thing is certain this year ï 

every potato will have a 

home, even before the 

shed doors get closed. 

What does this all mean 

and what will happen 

next?  Well, Fresh pota-

toes should certainly 

command decent pricing, 

as there will not be any 

fire-sale prices due to 

oversupply; the retail 

price of potatoes will in-

crease.  The global price 

of French Fries and Po-

tato Chips will likely rise 

due to the shortage of 

potatoes for processing.  

Processors will be en-

couraged to increase 

overall volumes for the  

 

2011 crop and will be 

especially anxious to start 

early.  Growers should 

see their lost volumes 

start to return and hope-

fully share in the in-

creased pricing.  Can it 

be true?  Letôs wait and 

see. 

 

Have a safe harvest, 

 

Edzo 
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Inside this issue:  

    EVENTS   

 

Ý Nov. 16-19, 2010               

Alberta Potato Confer-

ence and Trade Show 

Capri  Centre, Red Deer 

AB  

Ý Jan 05, 2011 - Jan 08, 

2011  Potato Expo / 

National Potato Council  

The Rio All -Suite Hotel  

3700 W. Flamingo Road  

Las Vegas, NV 89103  

(866) 746-7671              

Hollee Alexander                    

holee@nationalpotatoc

ouncil.org    (202) 682-

9456  

Ý Jan 25- 27,  2011       
Washington/Oregon 
Potato Conference  

Three Rivers Conven-
tion Center               

509-766-7123 

 

 

 

Read the APIAôs latest 

newsletter on Pages 4 & 5 

mailto:hollee@nationalpotatocouncil.org
mailto:hollee@nationalpotatocouncil.org
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The PGA assumes no responsibility for any errors in the information provided, nor assumes any liability for any damages incurred as a consequence, directly or indi-
rectly, of the use and application of any of the contents of The Potato Minute. Unless otherwise noted on an individual document, the PGA  grants users permission to 
reproduce and distribute  information in the Potato Minute  as long as the contents remain unaltered and as long as it is noted that the contents have been made avail-
able by the PGA. Potato Growers of Alberta 6008 46 Ave., Taber, Alberta T1G 2B1 (403) 223-2262 Fax (403) 223-2268   www.albertapotatoes.ca 

Making Sense of Fungicide Products  
 

It can be confusing at times for growers to choose a fungicide product that will address certain field conditions and what level 

of control or action and protection can they expect from a product. Contact, Systemic, Locally Systemic and Translaminar 

products ï what does this all mean? How long after or before a rainfall event will these products be effective? Each product 

has a strength in certain conditions and these strengths need to be understood and considered for each field condition and 

spray application. 

Euro Blight is a Potato Blight Network in Europe that provides a detailed fungicide table describing the benefits of different 

fungicide products and how they work and what growers might expect for control. It is important to note that not every prod-

uct in the table is registered for use in Canada but many of them are. The table provides some clarity on the benefits of each 

product.  

The Euro Blight Fungicide Table is updated regularly and is available online at the following web address: 

www.euroblight.net/FungicideComparison.asp  

Manitoba Farmers Plant Fewer Potatoes  

 

Potato acreage is down this year in Canada, with the biggest drop occurring in Manitoba, according to Statistics Canada. 

The agency said an estimated 70,000 acres (28,329 hectares) of potatoes were planted this year in Manitoba, a decline 

of 11% from the 79,000 acres (31,971 hectares) that were seeded in 2009. The drop-off was not as severe nationally. 

Statistics Canada said an estimated 359,400 acres (145,449 hectares) of potatoes were planted across the country this 

year, down 3% from 2009ôs total of 371,100 acres (150,184 hectares). Despite the decline, Manitoba is still the second 

largest potato-producing province in the country after Prince Edward Island, where an estimated 84,500 acres (34,197 

hectares) of potatoes were planted this year. 



   Thursday, August 26, 2010  

      Time:  1:00 - 3:00 pm         
    Place:  Vauxhall Research Substation, AB  
 

   Open to growers, processors, packers and researchers!  
 

Come and get a firsthand look at advanced potato selections developed by Agriculture and        

Agri - Food Canada (Lethbridge & Fredericton). Promising selections will be offered to industry for 

evaluation through the Accelerated Release Program in 2011.  
 

Location:      Vauxhall Research Substation, AB  
 

For more information, contact:  
 BENOIT BIZIMUNGU 

Research Scientist/Chercheur 

Potato Breeding/Amélioration génétique de la pomme de terre 

Potato Research Centre| Centre de recherches sur la pomme de terre 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada | Agriculture et Agroalimentaire Canada 

850 Lincoln Rd. P.O. Box 20280| 850, Chemin Lincoln C.P.20280 

Fredericton, NB | Fredericton (NB)  

E3B 4Z7 

Benoit.Bizimungu@AGR.GC.CA  

Telephone | Téléphone: 506-452-4880 

Facsimile | Télécopieur: 506-452-3316 
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 Alberta Potato  Conference and Trade Show  

 

November 16 -18, 2010  

 

Capri Centre - Red Deer Alberta  

 

Plan to Attend this years meetings!  

 

An invitation is extended to all potato growers and industry from  Western Canada and the United 

States - Come join us this year!  Weõll give you a hearty òAlberta Welcome!ó 

 

Technical seminars - Networking opportunities - Great food  - entertainment  

Book your rooms at the Capri now -1-800 -662 -7197  

Mention the PGA when you book to get the conference rate of $139 plus tax  

 

Donõt miss this years conference and trade show! 

mailto:Benoit.Bizimungu@AGR.GC.CA


Potato ProspectusPotato Prospectus  

The Alberta Potato Industry Association  

The Alberta Potato Industry 
Association, representing industry 

affiliates and partners. 

APIA Executive  & Contacts 
 

President�± Russ Stewart russ@promaxag.com  Secretary�± Philip Sandberg sandberglabs@telus.net  

Treasurer�± Alan Koyata  alan@growerssupply.ca 

Golf Tournament�± Tony Mrak tmrak@parheim.com Tradeshow�± Bill Hacker whacker@newwayirr.com 

 Newsletter- Barb Nakashima barbarann79@gmail.com 

  

The APIA Burgers, Beans and Beer Social was held 

July 6th, 2010 at the Taber Legion Park.  The largest 

crowd since the Cancer Head Shave, enjoyed a won-

derful meal, prepared under warm, dry skies by many 

�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���$�3�,�$�������0�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���³�Q�H�[�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�´��������
participated in the fun by having their faces painted.  

 

A huge THANK YOU to all the industry 

folk for all their help with organizing and 

hosting the Burgers, Beans and Beer Social: Dave 

Kaiser, Dave MacLean, Al Koyata, Jacques Nelis, 

Brian Gash, Joal McCordick, Arie Gouw, Nancy 

Muchka-Dahl, Bruce Fletcher, Todd Imahashi, Hal 

Reed, Bill Hacker and Tony Mrak.  Apologies are 

extended to anyone who was missed from the list.   

 

We look forward to seeing you all again next year! 

 

Sincerely,  

Russ Stewart, APIA President 

Burgers, Beans and Beer 

2010 PGA Golf Tournament 
Thank You! 
A thank you to Tony Mrak from Parrish and Heimbecker for organiz-

ing the hole sponsors at the PGA Golf Tournament and to Dave Kaiser 

for helping out.  A thank you is also extended to Bill Hacker from New 

Way Irrigation for hosting the APIA $50,000 Hole in One at hole 14.   

 

Hole Sponsors 
APIA, CIBC, Western Financial Group, K & B Heating, Jacques Nelis 

Construction, JEM Holdings, Zipperlock Buildings, Bayer Crop     

Science, Univar, Crop Production Services, Venture Holdings,    

Growers Supply, Taber Home and Farm, Edmonton Potato Growers, 

Oliver Irrigation, Kinniburgh Spray Services, MS Society of Canada 

and  Parrish & Heimbecker 

 

Prize Winners 
¶ CIBC Closest to the Line�± Tyler Folkard 

¶ JEM Holdings Draw�± Mike McGuire 

¶ Bayer Crop Science (growers only) Long Drive�± Raoul Drost (m), 

Kristi Hoogland (l) 

¶ �8�Q�L�Y�D�U���/�D�G�L�H�V�¶���&�O�R�V�H�V�W���W�R���W�K�H���3�L�Q�± Kristi Hoogland 

¶ Crop Production Services Closest to the Target�± Kevin Tashiro 

¶ Growers Supply, Taber Home, Milliken Farm Supply, Edmonton 

Potato Growers Closest to the Pin�± 1st Raoul Drost, 2nd Ken Uchi-

kura, 3rd Kevin Tashiro 

¶ Kinniburgh Spray Services Closest to the Line�± Cecil Goutbeck (m), 

Erin Sherlock (l) 

¶ Parrish & Heimbecker Long Drive�± Mike Wywojich 

¶ Big Brothers and Big Sisters Putting Green�± 1st Terry Morishita, 

2nd Marko Maksymytz, 3rd Nate Cummins 

¶ Many golfers also won golf balls courtesy of the PGA for precise tee 

�V�K�R�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���³�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�´�������(�G�]�R���Z�D�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���V�S�R�U�W���H�Y�H�Q��
though he was repeatedly out shot in the closest shot.   

APIA FYI  
 

The next event for the APIA is the annual Trade Show 

held in conjunction with the Alberta Potato Confer-

ence in November.  If you have any questions or 

would like to receive an exhibitors package please 

contact committee chair Bill Hacker at (403)795-5146. 

 

A directors meeting will be held Tuesday September 7, 

2010, location to be announced.  Directors, please 

make every effort to be in attendance. 

 

Volunteering for the APIA executive, board, or any 

event is a  great way to meet people in the potato in-

dustry.  Please consider offering your time to help out. 


